
The fatal effects of large carnivores on
the Slovenian countryside

Who am I?
- I am an organic farmer on a mountain farm at an altitude of 1100m
- My ancestors were farmers and hunters, closely connected to the nature, I am a hunter too

The main characteristics of my farm:
- The farm has 9 ha of permanent grassland and 40 ha of forest
- On average we breed 10 heads of large livestock (horses and goats)
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The statistical characteristics of Slovenian farms

- 85 % of agricultural land in Slovenia lies in areas with unfavorable conditions for farming
- The average size of the farms is 7.4 ha
- The average age of the farm holders is 59 years
- The main agricultural crop is permanent grassland -> extensive livestock breeding
- On average, 8.6 head of livestock are raised on the farm

Most farms are not economically viable by farming alone
- employment outside the farm
- combinations with complementary activities

- forestry, utilities, crafts, farm tourism…

Farming is a tradition, attachment to the land, self-care for the immediate and wider families

Staying in hilly and mountainous areas
without farming loses meaning



Ideas for wolf spread in the Alps

Wolf‘s Natural History Area -
Most NW part of the Dinaric

population



The specificity of the Slovenian countryside is the scattered agricultural landscape



Extensive livestock farming is associated with summer grazing



Abandoning farming due to wolf
We considered 2008 - 2018 period in areas of widespread occurrence of wolf
(Ilirska Bistrica, Pivka, Hrpelje Kozina, Kočevje, Komen, Posočje ~ 1/3 SLO)  (Source: KGZS, nov. 2019)

- The wolf population in Slovenia more than doubled (40 specimens to more than 100)
- 16.500 farm animals were killed representing the equivalent of the entire stock of 850 farms
- The number of livestock-breeding farms decreased by 21%
- The number of sheep decreased by 28%
- In the central area of the occurrence of wolf (Kočevska), the stock of sheep fell from 4000 to 300
- A characteristic trend of increasing attacks on large grazing animals (cattle, horses, donkeys) has been observed
- Damage paid was highest in 2010, then a 50% reduction in 2018! WHY?

The reduction of damage paid is mainly due to the dying of farms and the loss of livestock
and not as the results of the introduction of safeguards (SloWolf project)

Aging of farm holders and unmotivated young succesors



The slaughter of farm animals by wolf has a psychological effect



Negative impact on other animals



General human rights of rural residents are violated

- The right of equality of citizens
- Prohibition of unfair competition
- Freedom of movement
- Right to security
- Right to economic, cultural and social progress
- Right to preserve cultural landscape
- Right to farming

+
- Impoverishment of biodiversity on mountain, hill and Karst regions,

and the danger of losing autohtonous Slovenian breeds of domestic animals
- Restriction of grazing and thereby preventing production of healthy organic food

and the loss of a good part of the agricultural land for extensive farming
- Regression and abandonment of the countryside, reducing the nation's food self-sufficiency
- Violation of multiple resolutions, strategies and commitments regarding the rural protection

and development in the Alpine region, adopted on a national and European level



The current wolf situation triggers social conflicts, mistrust in
national policy and strenghtens euroscepticism
The charismatic nature of large carnivores (bear and wolf) is roughly abused!
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The coexistence of man and wolf in the urban countryside is utopian
and an irrational spending of taxpayer‘s money!



We only have two ways

OR
After 70 years



The wolf in Europe is not in danger!

• There is a big difference between year 1992 (adoption of habitate directive) and today!
• The Balkan wolf population counts more than 5.000 specimens!
• Most of the new EU member states have high large carnivores populations - has EU legislation

been adapted to the new situation?
Do not let bureaucrats, "romantic" nature conservationists and the courts teach

farmers and hunters there how to handle wolves. They did it for centures.
That‘s why wolf is still there!

PLEASE!
Do not kill the motivation of „the last of the Mohicans“ fighting for the beatiful and

magnificent

Slovenian and European Alpine countryside

The Slovenian farmers support the wolf conservation in areas of its historical natural distribution
and with the size population of the year 2003


